Scholarships and Financial Aid
Helpful tips:
· Check the financial aid link at the colleges and universities to which you are applying.  Every college has a scholarship/financial aid program.

· Steer clear of scholarship applications that cost money, or appear to be merit based scholarships but do not request any official student academic information.  See this link for possible scholarship scams: http://www.scholarshipworkshop.com/scams.html

· The financial aid application timeline generally begins during the second semester of the students’ senior year when the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) opens up for senior students to access January 1st.  However, colleges may have scholarship application deadlines as early as October, so pay attention!!
 
· When thinking of “free money,” or money that does not have to be repaid, consider looking at grants as well as scholarships.  The greatest resource for grant explanations (government, federal, pell, and state grants) and opportunities for special categories (women, single mothers, low income students, minorities, and students with special talents) is located at http://www.collegegrant.net/ .  


Types of Scholarships:

1. School Specific Scholarships:  Colleges and Universities have what can be called “school specific scholarships” directly pertaining to monies that school can offer.  Some are merit based, random, athletic, etc.  When you have found a college/university you are interested in, check the website or call Admissions to find out about scholarships offered to incoming freshman students.  Even if you are planning ahead for a scholarship that might be available in later years of your college career, that will lower your overall 4-year tuition.  

2. State Scholarships:  The Hope Scholarship, the General Assembly Merit Scholarship, and the Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant are just a few available scholarships for students who are Tennessee residents and choose to attend a college/university in the state of Tennessee.  See www.collegepaystn.com for a full list of Tennessee state scholarships and requirements.

3. Local Scholarships:  Often, local non-profit organizations such as the Lion’s Club or Elks Lodge, and corporations like Roddy, Coca Cola, and Walmart will set aside funds for scholarship purposes. 

4. When calculating overall monies available to a student applying for college, it should be noted that Financial Aid in the form of a grant can be calculated as “free money,” meaning, it doesn’t have to be repaid.  By filling out the FAFSA in January, students and parents will find out what federal grants the student will be eligible for.  Colleges and Universities will send out their financial aid packages explaining what the student will be awarded within weeks after the student is accepted.  

Reputable links for scholarship Searches:
· http://www.scholarships.com
· http://www.collegescholarships.com/
· http://www.collegeboard.com/student/pay
· http://www.collegegrant.net/ 
· http://www2.ecampustours.com/scholarship.aspx
· http://www.fastweb.com/
· http://collegeanswer.com/paying/content/pay_free_money.jsp
· https://www.brokescholar.com/ 
· http://www.freschinfo.com/
· http://www.ensworth.com/inside/college/financing.asp
· http://www.fatherryan.org/collegeinformation/scholarships-financial.htm
For Tennessee State scholarship monies:
· http://www.collegepaystn.com/
· http://www.state.tn.us/tsac/
For Tennessee HOPE Scholarship
· http://www.tn.gov/CollegePays/mon_college/lottery_scholars.htm
For Tennessee Community Colleges
· http://www.tnachieves.org/faq.html
***All Scholarship Updates can be found on the ORHS School Counseling website at http://highschool.ortn.edu/Common/News/News.asp?NewsID=78111&SchoolID=3558.
[bookmark: _GoBack]***All Scholarship Updates can be found on the ORHS School Counseling Facebook page.  If you will “Like” this page, you will receive all updates as well as all School Counseling announcements and deadlines.






